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S o many bad pieces of legisla¬ 
tion have come from Ottawa 
recently that we have ne¬ 
glected to protest the one which in the 
long run may do the most harm - Bill C- 
107 - which gives corporations the 
power to patent plant life. What this 
means in practise is that corporate 
breeders take successful varieties of 


Anarchy 

A society which is self-governed; 
people organizing themselves on an 
equal basis without leaders or bosses; 
direct democratic control of our 
workplaces, neighbourhoods and 
schools, associated with other com¬ 
munities and exchanging goods and 
services freely. People give what they 
can to the community and take what 
they need. A society which finds a 
balance with the natural environment 
instead of lording over it. Above all, 
anarchy is a society where control is 
decentralized so that all of us have 
power over our own lives and commu¬ 
nities and work cooperatively instead 
of competitively. Curious? 

See page 2! 


plants and make minor cosmetic ad¬ 
aptations to convince patent courts 
that they have created a distinct, uni¬ 
form and stable form of life. After 
driving out the small farmer, agribusi¬ 
ness then plants huge areas with one 
patented crop, destroying traditional 
and wild plant varieties of food that had 
been cultivated and developed over 



thousands of years. In Turkey, for 
instance, the sugar beet’s genetic 
diversity was destroyed as one strain, 
the Detroit Globe , enabled one com¬ 
pany to take over the market. In the 
Middle East, more than 70% of 
wheat’s genetic relatives have been 
replaced by twoorthree new varieties, 
such as Mexipac and Sonolika. Al¬ 
though these trends are most evident 
in the third world, from which most of 
the world’s plant breeding material 
comes, industrial nations have also 
suffered from this trend to crop genetic 
uniformity. Disastrous failures in the 
U.S. corn crop in 1970 and the Rus¬ 
sian winter wheat crop in 1973 are 
attributable to reliance on a single 
strain. 

In diversified, "primitive” 
farming cultures, 5 to 50 food calories 
were obtained for one calorie of en¬ 
ergy invested, whereas in industrial¬ 
ized monocultivated food systems one 
food calorie requires 5 to 10 calories of 
fuel, while petrochemical products 
represent 50% of food costs. None¬ 
theless, plant copyright legislation in 
the USA and Britain has for years 
enriched such multinational corpora¬ 
tions as Upjohn, Cargill, Sandoz and 


(Continued on page 4) 




















LUBICQN UPDATE: 

Something's Gotta Give 


The Lubicon Lake Cree are a small band of Native 
people living about 100 kilometres north of Edmonton. 
They have been battling for almost fifty years for recogni¬ 
tion of their rights to their traditional land base. Oil devel¬ 
opment in the area, aided and abetted by the provincial and 
federal governments, has destroyed their traditional way of 
life and forced 95% of the band onto welfare. Their widely 
publicized boycott of the 1988 Winter Olympics was a 
success, but the struggle still continues. In the last few 
months, different parts of the provincial and federal bu¬ 
reaucracies have been giving out different stories in rela¬ 
tion to the band. Alberta Premier Don Getty met with 
Bernard Ominayak, chief of the band, and tried to work out 
some sort of deal on the issue. Ominayak maintained that 
what the Lubicon Band wanted was bilateral negotiations 
between the band and the federal government, with Davie 
Fulton as a mediator, reporting to the Standing Committee 
on Aboriginal Affairs. 



This summer Toronto will be hosting an Anarchist Survival 
Gathering, July 1 -4,1988, People from ail over the conti¬ 
nent and around the world are coming to this anarchist 'un- 
convention* for four days of workshops, theatre, music, 
theory, action, organizing and fun. The Gathering will 
feature workshops relating to feminism, anarchism, labour, 
ecology, modern survival skills (dumpster-diving, health 
skills etc.), solidarity, prison abolition and a lot more; well 
also be featuring various cultural events such as a concert 
of anarchist bands and a festival in the park. This isthethird 
of a series of North American anarchist gatherings de¬ 
signed to get activists together to organize and broaden re¬ 
sistance, share ideas and experiences, increase our un¬ 
derstanding of this world we live in and strengthen our 
vision of a peaceful and cooperative world for the future. So 
if you’re already an activist or anarchist/anti-authoritarian, 
or are just interested in finding out more about non-authori¬ 
tarian ways of living and working, phone (416) 536-2514 for 
more information, or listen to Ecomedia Radio on CKLN 
88.1 FM for regular updates on the events planned. 


Getty brought forward a counter proposal of having 
bilateral negotiations with a three-person tribunal monitor¬ 
ing them. The tribunal would be made up of Fulton, a 
federal-appointed person and one more person appointed 
by the first two. This was taken back to the Band to be 
discussed. Despite this somewhat progressive move by 
Getty, there does appear to be a split in the provincial 
government in dealing with the issue. Beyond that, there is 
also confusion as to the federal government’s reaction to 
this proposal - the day after it was proposed, Federal 
Minister of Indian Affairs Bill McKnight stated that he 
rejected the proposal outright. Premier Getty and Bernard 
Ominayak met again, and this time Getty said that what 
might bring this proposal forward would be to give the three- 
person tribunal only advisory status, so that its decisions 
wouldn’t necessarily stick. This seems to be okay with the 
Band, who are uneasy about having their fate decided by 
other people anyway. Bill McKnight, however, further 
rejected the proposal. 

Instead, McKnight is trying to cioud the issue by making 
many false statements. For instance, he has stated that the 
Band can’t decide whether it’s pursuing a Treaty claim or 
an aboriginal claim, which are treated differently. Despite 
these statements in the press, it has been clear ail along 
that the band is pursuing an aboriginal claim to a piece of 
land they’ve lived on long before anyone else, including the 
oil companies or provincial government. However, 
McKnight stated that the Band must pursue a Treaty claim. 

Instead of these negotiations, McKnight wants the pro¬ 
vincial government and the Band to accept a 25 square mile 
parcel of land as a “starting point,” to negotiate on some 
basic problems like housing and roads, and then 'negotiate 
for more land'. However, this is unacceptable because the 
government will only recognize half of the Band members 
as members, and the rest will be shut out by this deal. 
Moreover, this arbitrary decision was made without Band 
participation in the deciding of their fate, also 
unnacceptable.lt's clear here that ail the back-room deal¬ 
ings are but a means to stall a settlement while the govern¬ 
ment wipes the Band off the map, securing major prof its for 
oil, gas, and now timber companies. While McKnight and 
other government cronies try to cloud the issue, we should 
all try to keep that clear in our minds. 






W hen a man like 
the "Scarbor¬ 
ough Rapist” is still 
able to rape wimmin 
freely, as he did again on Aprlil 8th, one has to wonder how 
we can protect ourselves and the community from such 
crimes and solve them once and for all. The answer is 
generally “more police protection”; however, this has been 
completely inadequate If not futile in the past. Despite an 
excess of police, Metro has a climbing rate of (reported) 
rape and other anti-social crimes, not a decrease. Even if 
we ignore their overtly political purpose, the simple truth is 
that police are ineffective, and they are redundant. 

However, such statements are no help for those 
who are constantly terrorized by violent crimes. Here is one 
idea for self-defense offered by Black Flag , a British 
anarchist paper, which we are offering as food for thought. 
They can be contacted at: Black Flag, BM Hurricane, 
London WCIN 3XX England: 

“There is always the temptation to replace one 
failed institution by another, which usually becomes worse. 
The idea of vigilantes has been revived in New York, for 
instance, where self-appointed would-be 
goodie gangs patrol against street gangs. 

But, in the same United States, Southern 
vigilante groups were worse than ap¬ 
pointed police, only substituting lynch law 
for bench law. 

"Crime has two faces: social 
and antisocial. Social offences, called 
crime, are offences against the State 
which do not harm people. Usually they 
are not real crimes but only stigmatised 
as such by law. It is important that people 
draw the distinction, if only to be able to 
fight crime. Small-time muggers and 
others who commit antisocial crime (rape, murder, as¬ 
sault, battering) can and must be shown the error of their 
ways: they injure and incovenience their own class and 
cannot hope to get much out of it. If what they want to do 
is get rich at the expense of someone else, plain common 
sense m ust tell them that they need to go and rob a yuppie, 
not a senior citizen; not only because the former probably 
has more and will miss it less, but has stolen it in the first 
place, is as vulnerable - and when taking over a converted 
working class district is in the process of destroying the 
community. 


“A lot of anti-social 
crime is explained not 
by the wealth urge, 
which forms the capi¬ 
talism of crime, but by the power urge. An organised body, 
no matter how small and insignificant, can always terrorize 
an unorganized mass - which relies on an outside body 
such as the State, or the police, or an abstraction such as 
good will, to defend it against unprovoked attacks. 

“That which can represent organisation against 
attack from capitalist crime, such as exploitation and the 
mass eviction from jobs and housing, can also represent 
organisation against attacks from individual crime on a 
general scale, or organised crime, or any other form of 
oppression whether legal or illegal. Workers’ defense has 
to take various forms. The narrow conception of trade 
unionism sold by parliamentarism lacks democracy if it 
confines itself to the industrial angle only, leaving one’s pay 
packet to be at the mercy of a landlord, moneylender or 
street thief, only concerning itself with the size. True 
unionism would not leave these matters to parliamentary 
decision, which works no longer anyway. 

”What we need is a workers’ 
defense force: not an elite of the physi¬ 
cally or industrially powerful - though 
these qualities are not to be despised - but 
a force based upon solidarity and mutual 
respect which no body of parasites, legal 
or illegal, can withstand. This is no dream. 
We have seen how, in Poland for in¬ 
stance, a body arising purely as a trade 
union body had to take on the police force 
but also had to concern itself with attacks 
on food racketeers, political and criminal 
gangsterism, and the like. It lost its way a 
bit owing to the confused situation, but the 

way was there. * 

Just as a footnote, such organizations (of peoples’ 
defense) don’t exist here (yet). For survivors of rape or 
incestuous abuse, we do have the Toronto Rape Crisis 
Centre offering both self-defense courses for wimmin and 
in-person counselling for survivors and their family or 
friends. They also have a 24-hour crisis line for those who 
need it, at 597-8808. For those who wish to help them 
continue this service, they are always in need of money, 
and they would also appreciate wimmin who want to 
volunteer their time. Contact their office at: 597 - 1171. 


Police Are Redundant 

A Look at Peoples’ Solutions to Violent Crime 









The Nightmare (contfrompgl) 

Royal Dutch-Shell (Shell Oil) at the expense of everyone 
else. Of the world’s ten leading seed companies, seven are 
connected to pharmaceuticals and have already benefited 
from Canada’s drug patenting legislation. Now they want 
the same monopoly for plants that they won for drugs. 

The harm of patenting is not limited to agriculture. In 
Ontario as elsewhere, logging companies are allowed to 
cut forests down so completely and recklessly that every¬ 
thing from protective undergrowth to the water table is 
destroyed, making natural regeneration impossible. Then 
new forests are bred of one species that need large 
quantities of chemical supplements and pesticides, and 
even then are vulnerable. The U.S. patent office earlier this 
month issued the first patent to developers of a genetically 
altered animal (in this case a mouse in which a cancer- 
causing gene was introduced so that researchers can study 
the cancer’s development - a case which indicates too 
many other frightening possibilities), raising the probability 
that in a few years the giant pharmaceuticals will be further 
enriching themselves by royalties charged to researchers 
and farmers while agribusiness indulges in questionable 
breeding practices with animals, as it already does with 
plants. 

While Bill C-107 should receive more protest, it will 
doubtless be passed by political parties answerable only to 
the corporations which fund them. It’s up to the people to 
create an alternative to monoculture and agribusiness, in 
the form of a localized, sustainable food distribution system 
which fulfills peoples’ needs for affordable food, encour¬ 
ages organic food growing, decentralizes agricultural pro¬ 
duction and distribution, fosters collective action and nur¬ 
tures rather than destroys the environment. Canada im¬ 
ports 57% of its vegetables, which could be grown locally 
at lower cost. The people must retain control of enough 
land to resist effectively. 

Material for the above was lifted from: feature articles by 
plant geneticist Pat Mooney in the Winnipeg Free Press 12- 
11-83 p45 and Toronto Globe and Mail 15-4-88 pA7; 
articles by Wayne Roberts on forests in NOW 21-4-88 and 
by Lynda Hurston biotechnology in the Toronto Star 24-4- 
88 pB6; Russell Christianson’s paper on a Sustainable 
Food System for Canadian Organic Growers. Analysis by 
Ecomedia. 

For a catalogue of non-hybridized and heirhom seeds, 
send an SASE to Seed Savers Exchange , RR#3, Box239, 
Decorah IA, 52101, USA. Enclose a $ or 2 if you can. 


Support Lily Cups Strikers 


Lily Cups Canada has cancelled its contract with 
McDonald's, its largest customer, saying that due to the 
ongoing strike of 575 Lily Cups workers it cannot provide 
adequate service to the fast food chain. The workers, 
who have yet to be offered any reasonable contract from 
the company, have been on strike for 15 weeks now. To 
put more pressure on Lily Cups, they've called for a 
boycott of McDonald's, Tim Horton Donuts and 7-Eleven 
stores. The union, local 466 of the Graphics and Commu¬ 
nications International, suspects that McDonald's pulled 
out of the contract because of pressure from the union 
boycott. Union reps say the loss of the contract may cost 
up to 150 jobs in the future. Despite the pull-out, workers 
are continuing the boycott. They say that, because of 
McDonald's huge consumption of Lily products, they 
have the powerto pressure Lily into a fair settlement. The 
boycott of 7-Eleven and Tim Horton Donuts will also 
continue. (Toronto Star 22-488.) 


Direct Aid to South African Workers 


OTTAWA (Outaouais Outrage): A group calling itself Co¬ 
operation with South African Workers (CSAW) has re¬ 
cently formed to forward funds to South African militant 
unions COSATU (Congress of South African Trade 
Unions) and SAAWU (South African Allied Workers 
Union). 

In cooperation with the IWW (Industrial Workers of the 
World) General Defence Commitee, CSAW will forward all 
money in full with no administrative or other costs de¬ 
ducted. Accounts will be available upon request. 

Send donations now while channels are still open. 
Please write cheques to CSAW and specify which organi¬ 
zation (SAAWU or COSATU) your funds are designated 
for. CSAW can be reached at: 

P.O. Box 4773 Stn. E, Ottawa Ontario, K1S 5H9 


HONOUR MOTHER EARTH DAY 


A Celebration on Algonquin Island, Sunday May 8,11 
AM; featuring Floyd Westerman, Lillian Allen, Sunforce 
and tots of other performers. Don't miss it! for more info, 
call 964-0169 










